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Charlie Garland 

Secretary: 
Sandie Taylor 

Chaplain: 
Msgr. Chester Borski 

Trustees: 
1st year: Diddy Muck 
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Meetings: 
4th Monday of the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass 

Humble, TX  
6:30 Social,  7:00 Dinner 

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis

At the July 24th Serran meeting we were treated to a wonderful 
presentation by Father Skip Negley.  Father Skip is a member of  the 
Missionary of  Our Lady of  La Salette. He shared the history of  this 
serving religious community, as well as sharing his many roles as a 
priest. 

The history of  the La Salette order began with 
the mysterious apparition of  the Blessed Virgin 
to two illiterate peasant children, Maximin 
Giraud and Melanie Mathieu, at La Salette, 
not far from Grenoble in France, on Sept. 19, 
1846.  Throughout the apparition, Mary cried 
as she spoke to the children, lamenting the sins of  the world. She was 
seated on a stone and wore a crucifix with a hammer and pliers.  She 
asked the children to spread the word to pray and not sin. 
Father Skip’s introduction to this order came when he attended a high 
school vocation rally.  He had just recently converted to Catholicism, 
and the presentation by the La Salette priest intrigued him.  He was 
told that the order served in Madagascar and the young, newly 
converted, teen thought that would be very exciting.  Father Skip 
added laughingly, that even though he has visited and served many 

locations, he has yet to visit Madagascar!   
Father Skip has had many roles with the church, including, Provincial Superior of  the La 
Salettes Missionaries.  In 1998, Bishop Fiorenza asked him to create the role of  a mentor 
for priests and other religious.  He began by initiating a special “getaway” home for priests 
to rest and revive spiritually.  Father Skip was asked to expand his role as mentor to include 
newly ordained priests, and then again asked to expand his role to include international 
priests.  After six years in this role, he was then assigned to be a pastor of  Mary Queen 
Catholic Church in Friendswood. Currently, Father Skip was asked by Cardinal DiNardo 
to again take on the role of  mentor to priests. 

Father Skip was ordained in 1973 with the Missionaries of  La Salette and credits his 
awakening to his calling to priesthood to the Serrans.   It was a Serran, who asked him the 
simple but profound question, “Have you ever thought of  being a priest?”     
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SOCIAL TIME

We welcomed parents of seminarians
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DID YOU KNOW?

The last Saturday of every month Serra 
International Serrans from all over the world are 
invited to unite in a recitation of the Rosary for 
vocations.  The 26th is the last Saturday of the 
month in August.  Check the link to their 
website: http://www.serrainternational.org.
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SERRA 31 CLUB

BECOME a MEMBER OF THE 31 CLUB!   Choose a date to pray for VOCATIONS.  On your special day, pray a 
Rosary for Vocations and attend Daily Mass.   Just one day each month!  Select a day that will be easy to 
remember…your birthday?   Your anniversary?   You choose.  Write you name legibly in the square indicating 
your special day. 

HAVE YOU JOINED THE 31 CLUB? 
Decide on just one day each month and on YOUR SPECIAL DAY, pray the rosary and attend Mass.  Send 
Doug your request.  Our goal is to have prayers for vocations every day!   
Doug,  dougrdo@gmail.com
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Pope Francis said June 23 that friendship “is central to the experience of  faith.” 

Serra International is a lay apostolate dedicated to promoting vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life, and does this by both prayer and assistance to discerners. 

Reflecting on friendship, Francis said that “the word ‘friend’ has become a bit overused.” 

“But, when Jesus speaks of  ‘friends,’ he points to a hard truth: true friendship involves an encounter 
that draws me so near to the other person that I give something of  my very self. Jesus says to 
his disciples: ‘No longer do I call you servants… but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard 
from my Father I have made known to you’. He thus establishes a new relationship between man and 
God, one that transcends the law and is grounded in trust and love.” 

Friends accompany us, he said. “They stand at our side, gently and tenderly, along our journey; they listen 
to us closely, and can see beyond mere words.” 

He linked this Christian idea of  friendship to Serra’s work in promoting vocations and helping priests. 
They are “(f)riends who share the wonder of  a vocation, the courage of  a definitive decision, the joy and 
fatigue of  ministry. Friends who can offer priests support and regard their generous efforts and human 
failings with understanding and tender love.” 

He compared their work to the home of  Mary and Martha in the gospel, which Christ frequently visited 
and where he “was able to find rest and refreshment.” 

He then offered his reflections for the convention’s theme of  Siempre Adelante. 
“Like you, I believe that this is a synonym for the Christian vocation,” he said. He compared the phrase to 
Christ’s call to his disciples to go forward in their ministerial journey, and he cautioned against giving into 
fear on this journey. 

“Of  course, we cannot make progress unless we take a risk,” he said. “We do not advance toward the goal 
if, as the Gospel says, we are afraid to lose our lives. No ship would ever set out into the deep if  it feared 
leaving the safety of  the harbor.” 

“On the other hand,” he said,” when Christians go about their daily lives without fear, they can discover 
God’s surprises.” 

He referenced the example of  St. Junipero Serra, whom he 
canonized in Washington, D.C. in 2015, who, despite a limp, 
proceeded on his pilgrimage. He also warned against “museum 
Christians” who fear change. 
“It is better to go forward limping, and even at times to fall, 
while always trusting in the mercy of  God,” he said. 

He concluded his speech by instructing them to not be afraid of  
changing the structures of  their organization, humbly 
renouncing old roles and practices in favor of  living their 
vocation. 

“So you too, siempre Adelante! With courage, creativity, and 
boldness,” he said. 

“The Church and priestly vocations need you. May Mary Most 
Holy, Mother of  the Church and Mother of  priests, be with you 
every step of  the way And I ask you, please, pray for me!” 

NEWS FROM SERRA INTERNATIONAL 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

Every Thursday, Adoration and Benediction at St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman after the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
Tuesday, August 1, hosting dinner for the 11 new seminarians and their parents at St. Mary’s 
Seminary  
August 2-4, Seminarian Convocation - Seminarians from the diocese gather. 
Tuesday, August 8, Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament, following the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. 
Martha 
Friday, August 11, Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament, following the 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. 
Martha 
Wednesday, August 16,  Mass at St. Mary’s in Humble - 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday, August 19 -Dinner with Father Borski 
Monday,  August 28, Monthly Meeting at Italiano’s 6:30 p.m. 

For more information about the Serra Club northeast of  Houston, please 
contact, President, Doug Reed, dougrdo@gmail.com. 
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact Newsletter Editor,      
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. 

August Birthdays

• August 2-Gary Rablais 
• August 8 - Dan Kidd 
• August 8 - Ann Purcell 
• August 9 - Art Rocha 

• August 13 - Father Abraham Ochoa, 
St. Leo the Great 

• August 19 - Charlie Garland 
• August 19 - Irene Storkan 
• August 23 - Tom Wilson 
• August 24 - Sem. Jeremy Mann, St. 

Joseph Seminary College  
• August 27 - Sheila Ratliff 

August 20, 2000 -Deacon Alfredo 
Soto - St. John of the Cross 
August 25, 1988 - Father Carmelo 
Hernandez - St. Leo the Great 
August 11, 2001 - Sister Merrillac 
Njoku, Jesus the Savior Convent 

August Anniversaries In Our Prayers
•CONGRATULATIONS to Margo Geddie on being 
elected to the Serra International Board

Would you like to have dinner with 
Monsignor Borski? 

Dinner at Monsignor’s home, catered by Cha Chi’s and 
served by your Serran board will be a special fundraiser 
event.   Cost is $100 per person and seats are going quickly. 
Contact Doug if you would like to attend this amazing 
event.    
Doug Reed, 832.236.6552 or dougrdo@gmail.com

ONLY A FEW SPOTS LEFT!   ACT FAST!

Let us hear from you!
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